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CHAP V

' on this side of the Sabhermutee, which has been long m our
4 possession, is what might be expected in such circumstances
' The former affluence of the upper classes is apparent in the

* excellence of their houses ,  and the prosperity of the ryots
' appears in the comfort of their dwellings, the neatness of their
' dress, and the high cultivation of their lands    In the fertility
' and improvement of the fields, there are many parts of the
' Bengal provinces which cannot be suipassed ,   but in the
' abundance of trees and hedges, in handsome and substantial
' well-built villages, and in the decent and thriving appearance

* of the people, I have seen nothing in India that can bear a
' comparison with the eastern zillah of Goozerat'

In order to understand the improvement which had taken
place in the position of the ryot or cultivator, we must see
what that was under the native lule Colonel Walker presents
us with a description, which we quote, simply premising that a
similar state of things to that which he pourtrays exists at the
present hour in parts of Goozerat which are not under the
direct authority of the British government ' The proprietors
' (of alienated lands),' says Colonel Walker, ' possess the
4 right of assessing the ryots, and of leasing their lands to the
'best advantage They appear to exercise the same rights
'in this respect as a proprietor in Europe, but their rate of
' assessment is commonly under that of the government It
' does not appear that the government interferes in this matter,
' but it is well understood that in the case of oppression on the
' one part, or of misdemeanor on the other, either party has a
1 right to complain, and the ryot, if he dislikes the terms of his
' landlord, may remove into anothei district This is the usual
' resource, and the whole of the inhabitants of a village, or
'that part of them which may be aggrieved, whether on
' private lands or holding from the government, will remove
' into another district, and accept of new lands there, or remain
1 until they receive redress and have obliged the landholders
' to accede to then? terms To prevent these emigrations the
' komavishdars sometimes agree among themselves not ta
* afford those who quarrel with their landlords any employ-
' ment within their districts , but it happens as frequently that
' they are ready to take advantage of their ill-treatment and